CHAPTER XXIII.
GUTTA-PERCHA.
THBKB is a somewhat prevalent idea that india-rubber and
gutta-percha are practically identical bodies, though this is
by no means the case.    Not only are the substances yielded
by totally different trees, but they also show a wide diver-
gence in their properties and it is only in rare cases that
the one can replace the other.  John Tradescant, an English
traveller, is credited with having brought the first sample
of gutta-percha to England in 1656, but it was not until
1832 that the substance really attracted any attention. This
was brought about primarily by the investigations made
into its occurrence and properties by William Montgomery,
a British surgeon resident at Singapore, a place afterwards
destined  to  become the  headquarters of  a large export
industry.    In a letter written in 1843 to the Medical Board
at Calcutta, he details the advantages which the new body
was found to possess over india-rubber for certain surgical
purposes.   Details of his work were shortly seat to London,
and Montgomery was awarded the gold medal of the Society
of Arts.    Not long afterwards the botanical side was investi-
gated by Dr. Oxley, the tree being christened by Sir William
Hooker Isonandra Gutta.   The substance at once attracted
considerable  attention in England and France, various